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North Carolina Aquariums Education Section



Turtle Research Project.

My turtle is the: __________________________________________________________________
The resources I used to research my turtle:

	Resource 1: Nonfiction Book

Title: ___________________________________________________________________
Author: _________________________________________________________________
Date Published: __________________________________________________________
Pages:___________________________________________________________________

	Resource 2: Nonfiction Book

Title: ___________________________________________________________________
Author: _________________________________________________________________
Date Published: __________________________________________________________
Pages:___________________________________________________________________

	Resource 3: Website
Web Address: ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Date you visited the website: _______________________________________________

	Resource 4: Website

Web Address: ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Date you visited the website: _______________________________________________


Turtle Habitat Notes  
My turtle is the: __________________________________________________________________
	Notes
	Resource

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Examples of habitat information include:

· States where the turtle is found.

· Whether the turtle lives on land or in the water.

· Does the turtle go someplace else when the seasons change?

· Is there something special about this turtle’s habitat?

Turtle Diet Notes

My turtle is the: __________________________________________________________________
	Notes
	Resource

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Examples of diet information include:

· What the turtle eats.

· Does the turtle only eat plants?

· Does the turtle only eat meat?

· Does the turtle eat both?

· Does the turtle eat something different as a baby than as an adult?

Turtle Adaptation Notes

My turtle is the: __________________________________________________________________
	Notes
	Resource

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Examples of adaptation information include:

· Anything special about a turtle’s shell. For example, is it softer than most shells? 

· If the turtle has special colors. This can be for camouflage or to tell male from female.

· Does the turtle have webbed feet, walking feet, or flippers?

· Anything else that helps the turtle survive in its habitat.

Turtle Threats and Protection Notes

My turtle is the: __________________________________________________________________
	Notes
	Resource

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Examples of threats and protection information include:

· Predators that eat this turtle. This may include people as well as other animals.

· Problems this turtle is facing such as habitat loss or the pet trade.

· Adaptations the turtle has to protect itself.

· Ways people are protecting this turtle.

· Ways you can help protect this turtle.

Other Fun Facts

My turtle is the: __________________________________________________________________
	Notes
	Resource

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Examples of other fun information may include:

· Anything that you thought was interesting but did not fit in another category.

· Ways this turtle is important to people. 
· Fun historical stories about this turtle.

New Word Notes

My turtle is the: __________________________________________________________________
While researching my turtle I learned some new words.

	Word
	Definition
	Use it in a sentence
	Draw a picture of the word

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Introduction Paragraph
What is your hook? Introduce the topic by grabbing the audience’s attention:_______________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your paper about? List three things to include in the introduction: 

1. __________________________________________________________________________
2.  __________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________
What is your thesis statement? ______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Put it all together: :_______________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion Paragraph

How can you rephrase your thesis statement? _________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your paper about? List three things you don’t want your reader to forget: 

1. __________________________________________________________________________
2.  __________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________
What is your concluding statement? __________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Put it all together: :_______________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Peer Editing
I am editing _____________________’s paper on the ____________________ turtle.

First, read the paper. Next, give the author some compliments.

Three things I liked about this paper were:

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Next, read the paper again. Look for some things that can be improved.

Three suggestions I have for this paper are:

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Other thoughts: __________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Encyclopedia Page

My turtle is the__________________________________________________________________
It looks like this:
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My turtle lives in this habitat:_______________________________________________________
My turtle eats: ___________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My turtle gets fresh water from: ____________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My turtle finds shelter: ____________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________

My turtle is found in these states:  
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My turtle is different from other turtles because: ______________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My turtle needs help because: ______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I can help my turtle by: ____________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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